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G3 Communications. Proud sponsors of Northern Spirit. Freecall 1300 658 989 www.g3c.com.au 
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Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 
All spectators are requested to vacate the ground 
within 15 minutes of the end of the final game. 

Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 

The setting alight of, or the ising or discharging 
of any type of object, including fireworks, signal or 


smoke flares is strictly prohibited. 


i 
oN -§ JUN 204 
bs ' LL LIBRARY 
; AL DEP ——— = 


Northern Spirit FC 
13-45 Ridge St 
North Sydney NSW 2060 
Phone: (02) 9460-2187 
Fax: (02) 9460-2183 


E-mail: ed 


contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Web site: 
www.northernspirit.com.au 


President: 
Kathryn Greiner 


Chairman: 
Remo Nogarotto 


Vice-Chairman: 
Emmanuel Zammit 


General Manager: 
Allan Novis 


Directors: 
Kerry Chikarovski, M.P. 
Peter Rix 
Rene Licata 
Phil Wolanski 


Head Coach: 
Graham Amold 


Operations Manager: 
Melissa Down 


Corporate Partnerships Manager: 


Gary Pearse 


Administration Assistant: Zs 


Danielle Kinsey 


Media Director: 
David Mason 


Youth Development Officer: 
Phil Moss 


Northern Spirit FC match day 


program produced by: 
Holloway Innovations Pty Ltd 
9 Bolta Place 
Cromer NSW 2099 
Phone: (02) 997-22332 
Fax: (02) 9984-8093 
E-mail: hollyg@one.net.au 


This season's Ericsson Cup competition 


is proving to be a tipster's nightmare. 


Take Gippsland Falcons, for example. A fortnight 
ago they were humbled 6-1 by Wollongong 
Wolves, and could well have lost by more. It was a 
lamentable performance by a team which during 
the early rounds of the league had shown such 
commendable fighting spirit. Coach Stuart Munro 
was simply devastated after the game. 

A week later, the Falcons salvaged much of their 
pride. Last weekend's 1-0 win over in-form 
Adelaide City ranks as the upset of the season, And 
this was a victory achieved by virtually the same 


players who had trooped off Brandon Park in © 


disarray just six days before. 

Amazingly, Wollongong also staged a similar form 
reversal. Their thrashing of the Falcons remains a 
distant memory in the wake of their own meek 
capitulation (5-0) at the hands of Adelaide Sharks 
last weekend, What a difference a week makes, 
indeed, 

Certainly the unpredictable nature of the NSL is 
something Northern Spirit player/coach Graham 
Arnold knows only too well. Just when he hoped 
his team had got their faltering campaign back on 
track with the much-needed win in Canberra, 
Arnold discovered just how tenuous that progress 
has been. 


ane 


Last weekend's loss to South Melbourne was no ~ 


disgrace. Souths, after all, are the defending 4, league, have shown on more 


~ than one occasion that they love nore hort 
* nothing better than lowering the WE | MULT 


champions and can rightly claim to be the best 
side in the league. 

But what continues to frustrate Arnold is that no 
improvement Is being made in terms of the Spirit's 


most obvious weakness - their inability to score jt shapes up as an intriguing 7 


goals. It was the same old story at Lakeside © contest, But one, in truth, that the iy a4 


Stadium as a period of sustained pressure from the 
Spirit failed to yield any reward, and the 


: . & a. 8 Be aed 
: co ct orthernspir 


opposition recovered to go on and win the game. 
New signing Adem Poric made a solid debut, but 
the problem Is not in midfield. It would be easy to 
single out striker Clayton Zane, but that achieves 
nothing. Zane needs encouragement and support, 
and cannot be expected to shoulder the burden on 
his own. 

With one-third of the season gone, time is of the 
essence to remedy the situation. 

The Spirit need to enter the transfer market, 
although Arnold keeps saying that in terms of 
ready-made goalscorers, there is not a lot 
around, 

Be that as it may, the search must be stepped up. 
Arnold has made discreet enquiries this season 
for Sean Babic (Marconi-Fairfield) and Archie 
Thompson, who this afternoon appears at North 
Sydney Oval for the visitors from the Latrobe 
Valley. In both instances, he met a brick wall. 
With just seven goals in 10 starts, the root cause 
of the Spirit's ordinary start to the season is 
obvious, And until the club can find the right man 
to buy, itis up to the current squad to try and turn 
things around. Arnold will continue to experiment 
against the Falcons in an effort to strike the right 
blend, and in the meantime we must all be 
patient. 

The way the script has been written, today's 
match should go the Spirit's way. 

But Gippsland, who perhaps 

operate on the leanest budget in 


colours of more fancied 
opposition. 


: Spirit simply have to win. pend 


. 
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*Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for te 
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SPIRIT enforcer Paul Bilokapic is a man of fj 
appetites - but he's had to curb one of them. 


His appetite for success remains as 
hearty as ever, it's the love-affair 
with fast food that's over. 


The towering midfielder has replaced 
the burgers and fries with chicken and 
salads - and saved his career in the 
process. 


Coach Graham Arnold told the former 
Sydney United skipper he had a fat 
chance of staying at North Sydney 
Oval unless he shaved eight kilos from 
his formidable frame. 


And he put his money where his mouth 
was, paying the 22-year-old $io0 for 
each kilo shed from his 200kg bulk. 


The cash was part repayment of a 
$2000 fine Bilokapic incurred after 
being sent off in round two against 
Perth Glory. 

Bilokapic took the bait and off poured 
the weight, He's now down to within a 
kilo of his g2kg target in the 
continuing crusade against calories, 
Profits at his local McDonald's might 
have tumbled since his enforced fast, 
but Bilokapic's fortunes are ona steep 
upward trajectory, 


About as mobile as a Mack Truck at the 


em Aud Vi § 


That's quite a transformation for a 
player who finds training 
about as much fun as 

Sal) doing time in a gulag. 


"I've never enjoyed 
that side of football 
but it's just something 
I've had to buckle down 
and work at," he adds, "| 


beginning of the 
season, he is now 
purring along like a 
Porsche, : 


"| did enjoy a 7 zs) much prefer just getting 
McDonald's meal but _ out there and playing 
those days are well and truly Y the game.” 

over," he says. "I've lost so much ad But it took a verbal 


weight | reckon | could teach Jenny 
Craig a thing or two. 


"Getting part of my fine given back to 
me was certainly an incentive but 
there was a lot more to it than that. 


"I'd been injured during the 
build-up to the season and 
had put on a few kilos. As a 
result | wasn't doing 
myself justice on the pitch 
and changes to my diet 
needed to be made. 


"| must confess | feel a lot 

lighter on my feet and much 
sharper in the tackle since 
cutting down on the fatty foods. 


battering 
from 


"| think my game is beginning to come together after a shaky 
Start to the year." 


To keep the kilos coming off, Bilokapic power walks most days 
after twice-daily training sessions with his teammates, 


i } 


wy « 


Arnold to turn Bilokapic from swollen to 
svelte, 


"| didn't pull any punches and simply told 
him if he didn’t lose the weight he'd be out 
the door," he says. "He was just too slow 
on his feet and not doing himself - or the 
team - any favours. 


"But he's applied himself and taken heed 
of what was said, Now we're beginning to 
see the best of him. 


“He had to realise that professional 
players have to look after their bodies. It 
shouldn't have need me point that out but 
I'm pleased with the end result. 


“Apart from a one game ban, he's played in 
every game for us and that says a lot about 
how important he is to the team.” 


Despite his relatively tender age, 
Bilokapic has already amassed over 
100 national soccer league 
appearances and js an increasingly 
Influential figure in his role as ball- 
winner at the heart of the Spirit midfield. 
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| striker Daniel Watkins 


“@k. far this season, the 
“Wysoccer demons have : 
= treated Spirit player- 
coach Graham Arnold with the 
tender loving care of a pack of dobermans 
tipping apart a rag doll. 

Pre-season injuries to key captures Tony 
Perinich and Scott Ollerenshaw 
(Ollerenshaw's being 
severe enoughito warrant 
his early retirement from 
the game) and Gabriel 
Mendez were mere 
portents of the carnage to 
come as defender lan 
Crook and then flanker 
Troy Cranney joined the 
well-worn trail to an 
overcrowded treatment 
foom. 

Then the air turned blue 
in the dressing room as 
Amold hectored his 
players over a spate of 
early-season red cards, 
The coach's” sleeping 
habits have been further 
undermined by a chronic 
shortage of goals. 

Yet there's a silver lining 
amid the clouds of 
calamity - the emergence of a trio of : 
captivating ks Le 

First it was goa keeper Pau Henderson, then : : 

now It’s the turn of 

peal hal sepson to impose his 


plats dh was Langdon's gain, with the 
ex-Brisbane Strikers winger's Achilles tendon 
injury leaving the door ajar for the ambitious ~ 


: 18-year-old to kick aside. 


He might look like a refugee from Lilliput, but 


: Langdon compensates for his lack of stature 
: with artistry, bravery and a left foot dextrous 
> enough to shuffle a pack of cards. 

: An influential debut in round eight against the 
: Strikers was followed up by another mature 
: performance in the 2-2 loss to Sydney United 


in round nine and an 
eye-catching display in 
the 1-0 win against 
Canberra the following 
week, 

Not bad for a callow 
apprentice who 
expected to spend the 
season attending to the 
laundry needs of the first 
team and sharpening his 
game in the youth 
squad, 

Langdon, who lives at 
home with his mum and 
dad at Campbelltown, is 
savouring his moment in 
the sun. —_— 
Plucked from the 
Wollongong Wolves in 
the winter, the 
Australian under - 17 
and under - 20 
 replbentGie es As se was championed by 
: the Australian Ir ute of Sport's Steve 
-O'Connor- the mer hard man of the national 
: league. ’ 


aed 


: Once told ‘by Sydney Olympic that he wasn't 
: good enough i) 
: snapped up ) by IN IMG - who know a good thing 
* when they see it ~ and his manager Bernie 


ethe grade, Langdon was 


Manditch negotiated a one-season deal with 


the Spirit. 


And the club are now certain to take up a two- 


year option on the arrangement. 


"This is just the start for him but he's been 


steadily improving,” says Arnold. 


“Right now he looks just about the most : 
comfortable player on the ball in the entire 


team. 


"When he first came to the club his attitude was 
a bit lackadaisical and he seemed to lack the : 


hunger to succeed. 


"But he's stepped up a gear andis keen to show = 
what he can do. Perhaps seeing the other 
apprentices get a run ahead of him woke him up : 


a bit. 


"He's brave, quick and can cross well. But he's : 


: still got a hell of a lot to learn. The key to 
* success is consistency - and that's what he's 
= got to work on." 

: Langdon feels like a bit-part actor who's landed 
+ aleading role on Broadway. 

"To say |'m ecstatic at being in the side is an 
* understatement," he says. 

: "It's a big step-up from the youth team. 
: Everything has to be done that much faster, 
Your touch needs to be better - and so does your 
: concentration. 

"I'm also working harder on my fitness because 
+ | tend to fade late in games." 

While a goal famine has sapped the Spirit's pre- 
: season optimism, Langdon believes a top six 
finish is still achievable. 
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International ¢ Courier Specialists 
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SNAP EXPRESS 


A DIVISION OF SNAP EMERGENCY COURIERS PTY LTD 
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© Aleague and Northern Spirit Appearances and Goals 
updated each round, To gain aA League and Northem Spirit 
Appearances, a player must appear on the team sheet only and 
does nat ni have to take part in the match. , 
NOTE The amount of A League se by Robert Enes 
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Increase i The Incredible PC. ; 


Built by Incredible es, 


productivity a Home Office Sales 4 
and profitability Fee #3 =! © 9 | . 


the home computer P 


for yo ur home user. With packages that offer incredible 
business with value and backed by Incredible Home Office 
Incredible value find it an Incredible PC too. 

PC packages ®& ~*~ 


4 George Place, Artarmon, 
NSW 2064. 
Tel (02) 9427 8444, 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll 


—— - | A = — = 
. SYDNEY SHOWROOMS 
¢ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 


@ Collaroy; 9971 6324 
} PBrummoynes: 9719/80 Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, ( 
. 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of ; 
exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. / ; ’ 


Wi Maoulr ats 234470022 exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
ei Nonthbridgey 293816707, come together under one roof, together with an 


eharramatta: 268320068 unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 
¢ Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 


| ¢ Punchbowl: 9759 6144 Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can 

| # Taren Point: 95245666 assist you in colour co-ordination, product 

¢ Turramurra: 9988 3855 knowledge and technical and fixing advice. oe ce E 5 es 
LIVERPOOL We Le 9e iar Our 


OPENING EARLY 19991 Expect the Best! 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 


# Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
# Central Coast; (02) 4365 1948 ‘ 
4 Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 


7 ¢ Orange; (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


| COMMERCIAL DIVISION a \ CERAM ICS 


# Lidcombe: 9737 9300 E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au www.tilecraft.com.au 


future Champions 
as much as you are. 


ERICSSON 2 
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AUSTRALIA'S WORLD CUP 
NIGHTMARE conriwes 


again lran, they do now. 


against the fifth-best South American team for the 
32nd and final place. 


against New Zealand, Australia, the world 
champions In friendly matches, must 
start all over again. We are back 
among the also-rans, Consider our <& 
World Cup history, and you get & 
the point. Since our first 
qualifying campaign 23 years = 
ago, the Socceroos have played- = 
off against teams from every = 
other confederation on earth. B. 
in order, they have been Asia “A, 


A TOUGH TASK MADE TOUGHER 


Donnan anna eee eee aan annenantennnaseeeseeesenennenncascnn 


Asia (1973), Asia (1977), Asia (1981), 

Europe (1985), South America (1989), 
Central/North America and South America (1993) * 
and Asia in 1997, 


disagree, 


across the globe, 


SARA RAR e mane ena eee anaes aaa nner e anes ee enesennaennan 


Venables, did not appreciate the full : 
ramifications of last year's World Cup disaster : 
> down. 
FIFA has recently decreed that for the 2002 World : 
Cup in japan and South Korea, Australia will have : 
a much tougher path. The Socceroos must play-off : 


[ the Socceroo players and their coach, Terry * 


unique circumstances - not least because his 
daughter has spent most of the past three years 
working for Soccer Australia, But he has let us 


So instead of facing the prospect of playing-off in 
Asia, we now have to travel to the likes of Uruguay, 
Bolivia, Peru, Paraguay, Colombia or Chile - 


: presuming we win Oceania of course, 

: Sure, it's not impossible. But compared to last 
This is the real price we pay for the MCG fiasco - : 
our cause not helped by the subsequent : 
humiliation in the final of the Oceania Nations Cup : 


year’s hurdle against Iran, it's a huge task. There 

may be some hope of a reprieve, with both Oceania 

and Asia last week making strong protests to 

Zurich, but don't hold your breath. 

Which brings us back to the MCG. It was 

sald even before a ball was kicked 

ee that the Socceroos not only had the 

easiest qualifying route in our 

< history, but the easiest path of 

_ ~ any of the 171 nations which 
entered the competition. 

The task involved just eight 

an games (Six of them at home) - 

ow none against a team ranked above 


(1965), Asia/Africa/Israel (1969), aeN Cc ac Australia in the FIFA rankings, Throw 


in the fact that we had arguably the best 
team in our history and a supposedly world- 
class coach, and you get some idea of what a 


: debacle it really was. And now itis coming home to 
The recurring theme is that Oceania is hot strong * 
enough to deserve a place on its own. The region's : 
ordinary World Cup record (just two finals + 
appearances in nine attempts) makes it hard to ! 


roost. FIFA have listened to the arguments of those 
who have reminded them of Australia's consistent 
failure in the World Cup, and responded in kirid, 
This new, much tougher, qualifying system is the 


> price we have been made to pay. 
But what is not fair is that the path keeps changing, : 
Asia is where our future lies, and itis in Asia where : 
we should be contesting the right to participate in : 
the World Cup, And yet FIFA keeps shuffling us : 
: * Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney 
We were led to believe that new FIFA president : 
Sepp Blatter would be mare mindful of Australia’s : 


We can whinge all we want, and there is no doubt 
what FIFA have come up with is grossly unfair. But 
at the end of the day, the Socceroos blew it, Big 
time. 


Morning Herald and a commentator for Optus 
Vision. 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com,au * Web site; www.northernspifit.com.au 


Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on your key 
ring turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car, 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chasen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got 
home. 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink, 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel 
It is also an effective intruder alarm. 


= O, Home SCH. AT 


For further information contact 
HPM on 1800 807 000. 


Now when you become 
a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY 
LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become 
a member of 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A MEMBER OF 
BOTH CLUBS NOW FOR 
ONLY $10 


and join the 60,000 members 
who reap the benefits of 
membership: 


© TOP ENTERTAINMENT 
© RESTAURANTS 
© SPORTING FACILITIES 


© MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
© POKIE PROMOTIONS 
© BARS AND LOTS MORE 


To become a member just ask at 


either Club Reception for a 
membership application, or phone 
either club for a membership 
application to be mailed out to you, 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 


12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE; (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 


Sexy balls. Sexy soccer 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what's on 
the inside that counts!! 


—$ 
LAPTEx 


PENFORMANCE 
== 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 


C@NTR@L 


Bi AniG 2A aly 1G: e 


Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 


Australian Distributors: Australia's Power Brands Pty Ltd, 


PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800, Fax: (02) 9669 5933. 


The official ball supplier to: 
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"GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


MICHAEL COCKERILL'S PLAYER PROFILE 


4, Bojo JEVDJEVIC: Flamboyant Bosnian 
goalkeeper, great shot-stopper but possibly 
weak under the high ball. Has taken over this 
season from Jim Kourtis, now at Sydney Olympic 
2. Michael ANDERSON: Young defender, a VIS 
graduate. Had the misfortune of an own goal in 
the recent debacle against Wollongong Wolves. 
3. Manny GOTIS: Club stalwart, and one of the 
few local products in the side. Solid defender, 
sometimes underrated, 

4. Nick PALAMARAS: Form has been solid and 
expect strong performance at the back. 

5. Jeff HOPKINS: Seasoned Welsh-born 
professional, arrived in Australia this season via 
a brief stint in Malaysia with Selangor. Formerly 
with Fulham, Crystal Palace and Reading, among 
other English clubs, and capped by Wales. Good 
organiser at the back, but has lost a yard of pace. 
6. Levent OSMAN: Fringe member of the 
Australian Olympic squad. Can play at sweeper, 
stopper or in midfield. Nothing flashy, but gets 
the job done, Returned to Morwell this season 
after missing out on a contract in Turkey. 

7. Brian MACNICOL:; Journeyman Queenslander, 
has lived in Melbourne for almost a decade, and 
enjoyed a successful spell at Heidelberg United. 
Prefers playing down the right side, and a good 
crosser of the ball. 

8. Clayton BELL: Former youth international who 
plays mainly in a defensive midfield role. Strong 
in the tackle, and has a high workrate. 

g. Lachlan ARMSTRONG: Back for his second 
stint at the club after giving the NSL a miss for 
the past 18 months to concentrate on his work. 
Still short of match fitness, but a robust striker 
with a good eye for goal. Once had a spell in 
Scotland with Dundee. 

10. Archie THOMPSON: The outstanding talent 
in the squad, and a member of the Australian 
Olympic squad. Quick, lively and skilful, was on 
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the shopping list of Graham Arold early this 
season. 

41, John HUTCHINSON: Left-sided midfielder 
with great potential, but needs to get more 
involved, Will improve with experience. 

12, Peter DI] |ORIO: Lively striker whose progress 
has been hampered by injury since bursting onto 
the NSL scene a couple of seasons ago with now- 
defunct Collingwood Warriors, 

13. Claudio CANOSA: Argentine-born veteran 
renowned for his rugged play. These days 
assistant coach to Stuart Munro, and used only 
sparingly, 

14. Marco PERINOVIC: Hardened veteran, the 
scourge of goalkeepers for over a decade with 
his robust style. Rescued from retirement in his 
native Canberra early this season, but has 
struggled to make an impact. 

45. Andy VARGAS: Another Australian Olympic 
squad member, a skilful, creative player who 
sometimes struggles in the physical contests, 
Enjoyed a spell as a professional in his native 
Chile, 

16. Billy MITROULAS: Hardly seen any first team 
action this season - surprisingly so. 

17. Will HASTIE: Captain and a natural leader, — 


‘ 


the former youth international had spells in 


Scotland (he was an apprentice at Celtic) and 
Ireland before returning home. 

18. Robbie PUCA: Young Western Australian 
winger who joined Gippsland this season after 
believing he wouldn't get much 

of a go with Perth Glory. 

19. Paul BYRNE: Another 

talented young midfielder who 

is probably being given too 

much responsibility too early. 

21, Adrian SAVAGE: In his first 

season in the NSL, has had \ 
limited opportunities. 


= Fa 
eae AS fr - ted Pit. ®. 
* Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 
wae ag es a aay ai 


3 = ss ES ES —— 


in 
Wi 


